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Red Blotch oj Lemon
It is in stored fruit alone that red blotch develops. It is
often called "red rot" by packing-house men but as it is
apparently not due to any parasitic organism the latter name
is misleading. It is characterized by the rind shrinking and
turning to a dark color in large spots or blotches. The
discoloration is usually limited to one side of the fruit and
gradually changes from rusty bronze to dark red and finally
to black. On cross section, affected fruit shows the discolora-
tion about the seeds, the central core, and along the parti-
tions, while the vesicles appear normal. The disease does
not spread among the lemons by contact. It is unusual
for red blotch to develop in large amount in any one house,
although the losses in the aggregate are large. It has been
suggested that red blotch may be caused by sunburn or
overheating of the lemons on the tree, but so far neither the
true cause nor a remedy has been demonstrated.
Yellow Spotting of Oranges
In all the interior -valleys of southern and central California
and in Arizona it is the usual thing for oranges of all varieties
to develop small bright yellow spots before the oranges are
mature. Of ten-these spots are very conspicuous on account
of the contrast with the green rind. Usually all the oranges
on the exterior of the trees and especially those near the
ground show the spots. When the fruit colors naturally
there is no longer any contrast and Jjie spots are no longer
visible to any but an experienced eye! As these spots do not
damage the fruit for eating or for sale but little interest
has been shown in determining the cause. They are probably
due to the bites of some small insect such as a leaf-hopper,
many species of which are common in the orchards. At